
The Fourth Sunday In Advent 

 

“God’s Take On Superheroes” 

 
 

Isaiah 53:1-5 
 
WHO IS YOUR FAVOURITE SUPER HERO? 
 
We are in the season of Advent. 
And during this time we have been looking at ‘God’s Take’ on some of our modern culture. 
We’ve seen God’s take on Lady Gaga, Top Gear, Vogue and now Superheroes! 
 
 So, who is your favourite super hero? 
 
Now to some serious stuff… 
 
IS THE MODERN OBSESSION WITH SUPERHEROES SPIRITUAL? 
 
If you haven’t noticed, Superheroes are more popular than ever before. 
Superhero stories are popular and I think there’s something spiritual going on there! 
 
It started in the 1930s when a comic book character called “Superman” first appeared. 
And this Superhero stuff has gradually changed in a very interesting way. 
In the 1940s, 50s and 60s superheroes were mainly for kids. 
In the 1970s and 80s superheroes were also for teenagers. 
And in the 1990s and 2000s guess who the superhero stories are being made for? 
ADULTS. 
 
In our modern Australian and American culture superheroes are now designed for adults. 
In the last ten years 42 mega-budget superhero movies were released. 
42 movies each with a budget of around 100 million dollars. 
That's at least 4.2 Billion dollars to make movies about superheroes. 
Of the top ten most expensive movies of all time, five of them are recent super hero movies! 
In 2007 they spent 258 million to make “Spider Man 3” and most of the people who watched it were over 15. 
 
Adults are buying super hero stories. 
Super hero merchandise, television, cartoons, novels, web marketing – you name it. 
There’s a whole industry dedicated to selling superheroes! 
 
So here’s the question. 
Is there something spiritual behind our culture’s obsession with superheroes? 
Why are we telling so many stories about characters who can save us? 
Why are we making so many movies about heroes who protect us? 



Why are we publishing ‘Stories’ about something ‘larger-than-life’ and ‘bigger-than-we-know’? 
 
Perhaps we know that our world is broken and we need a hero? 
Perhaps because people stopped believing in God they now need a greater power? 
Perhaps as spiritual themes decreased in our culture our longing for a hero grew up? 
 
It’s interesting to see that almost all of these super-hero stories end up showing us someone who saves us. 
Perhaps this super-hero stuff is all because deep down in our souls we know we need saving. 
 
SIX THINGS A SUPER HERO MUST NEEDS 
 
I wanted to understand this craze. 
I wanted to work out why modern people love these stories. 
So I tried to reduce superheroes to the absolute basics - six things a hero needs. 
I reckon you could take these six things this week and make up your own superhero! 
And as you think about these things, think about what they say about the society that loves superheroes! 
 
1.  An Identity. 
 

  
 
All good super heroes need a clear identity. 
They need to be different to everyone else to get a profile! 
A name is an important part of it - if you get a cruddy name then the superhero will not work. 
Obviously being the son of people from the planet Krypton, or having powers helps too. 
They’ve got to be powerful in some way – and worth noticing. 
 
2.  A Mission. 
 

 
 
This one is really important. 
A superhero without some sort of quest or drive or mission is pretty boring. 
Superheroes need a purpose or goal otherwise they are not heroes! 

 
3.  A Look. 
 

 
 
I reckon most super heroes have a look. 
Sometimes it’s a costume or a fashion statement. 
Sometimes they’ve got a logo like Superman’s “S” or Captain America’s shield with the flag. 
They need a look to get out there! 
 
4.  A Struggle. 



 

 
 
Every good superhero has a struggle. 
It’s their struggles that make us love them. 
It’s their struggles that lift us up. 
In fact, a superhero story without a struggle is kind of boring! 
 
5.  A Victory. 
 

 
 
Superhero stories all have a victory. 
Whether it’s superman, batman, Frodo or Neo – they all have a victory. 
It’s part of the story. 
And I think the victory is something we all long for, 
These stories reflect back to us what we long for in life. 
 
6.  A Powerless One To Save. 
 

 
 
I don’t think there have been many successful superheroes who didn’t save. 
Even the grumpy superheroes save someone somehow. 
Ultimately that’s the thing about heroes, 
We love them because they save, 
They show us that things don’t have to stay the way they are. 
Deep down we long to be worth saving. 
 
GOD’S TAKE ON SUPERHEROES. 
 
So what’s God’s take on our obsession with superheroes? 
 
As I studied God’s word in Isaiah I discovered something profound. 
This book of Isaiah, written 700 years before Jesus was born depicts the HERO God would send – the SAVIOUR. 
Seven hundred years before Jesus (and we have copies to prove it) Isaiah foresaw the Saviour. 
 
The most striking words Isaiah spoke about the  coming Saviour are often called “Songs Of The Suffering Servant” 
 (Isaiah 42:1-9, Isaiah 49:1-13 Isaiah 50:4-11, Isaiah 52:13-53:12) 
So let’s explore just a few chapters in the Old Testament. 
Let’s look at the “Songs Of The Suffering Servant” from seven hundred years before Jesus. 
Let’s use the Old Testament to find out what God’s hero would look like. 
 
Let’s apply those “six things a super hero needs” to the words of Isaiah and see what happens. 
 
1.  An Identity. 
 



This is the first ‘servant song’ prophecy of Isaiah is chapter 42. 
Would you read it with me? 
 
Isaiah 42:1-3 
Behold my Servant, whom I strengthen.  
He is my chosen one, and I am pleased with him.  
I have put my Spirit upon him.  
He will bring justice to the nations.  
He will be gentle - he will not shout or raise his voice in public.  
He will not crush those who are weak or quench the smallest hope…. 
 
What’s the identity of this hero? 
This saviour will be a servant – not a boss – not a ruler – not a tyrant – but a servant. 
The identity of this hero will be gentle – not dominant. 
This is a very different identity to any superhero we can think of- 
A shepherd, a servant, a gentle one who saves. 
A hero who brings justice through gentleness. 
That’s different! 
That’s Jesus! 
 
2.  A Mission. 
 
According to Isaiah this is the mission of the Saviour… 
 
Isaiah 61:1-3 
…The LORD has appointed me to bring good news to the poor.  
He has sent me to comfort the broken-hearted, release for captives, freedom for prisoners. 
He has sent me to tell those who mourn that the time of the LORD's grace has come…  
 
That’s what a real Saviour does: set people free! 
 
3.  A Look. 
 
What would you imagine a prophet would predict that a spiritual hero would look like? 
Would he be muscly like Superman, or mysterious like Batman, or a warrior like Captain America? 
 
Instead this is what Isaiah predicts: 
 
Isaiah 52:14 - 53:2b-3   
Many were amazed when they saw him - beaten and bloodied,  
so disfigured one would scarcely know he was a person… 
There was nothing beautiful or majestic about his appearance, nothing to attract us to him.  
He was despised and rejected - a man of sorrows, acquainted with bitterest grief.  
We turned our backs on him and looked the other way.  
 
We expect super heroes to have a certain look. 
We judge on appearances – we want a super sexy strong superhero. 
Instead God gives this, 
One so disfigured, so tortured he’s hardly recognisable. 
One with no beauty to attract us, but instead love so great it transforms us. 
 
When they make those nice crucifix images of Jesus on the cross out of gold, 
And he’s all nice and muscly and buff they have it all wrong. 
His look is not attractive – he has been tortured. 
 
He doesn’t look better than you and make you feel ugly. 
His look is the look of beaten battered tortured humanity. 
God’s ways really are different from what we expect! 
 
4.  A Struggle. 
 
Listen to the struggle of Jesus, predicted perfectly in words written 700 years before his crucifixion… 
 



Isaiah 53:7-10 
He was oppressed and treated harshly, yet he never said a word.  
He was led as a lamb to the slaughter.  
And as a sheep is silent before the shearers, he did not open his mouth.  
From prison and trial they led him away to his death.  
But who among the people realized that he was dying for their sins –  
that he was suffering their punishment?  
He had done no wrong, and he never deceived anyone.  
But he was buried like a criminal; he was put in a rich man's grave.  
 
Deep down we need someone to struggle for us, 
To give their whole self for us, 
To love us so much they would even die for us, 
We long to be saved, 
That’s why we invent super heroes, 
Because we want to be struggled for and saved. 
 
And the beautiful thing about Jesus who struggles and suffers for us, 
Is that he doesn’t bring superpowers to conquer – to blast – to kill – to fight. 
He doesn’t fight might with might. 
He doesn’t fight with violence. 
He doesn’t strike back with power. 
Jesus comes in weakness. 
Jesus comes the opposite of what we humans think is needed. 
Not with weapons of war, 
But to suffer with us and for us – with a heart of love that is stronger than death. 
 
We long to be struggled for –  
To be worth struggling for. 
Superhero stories hint at that, 
But Jesus Christ is the true struggle-scarred-saviour. 
He’s the one our culture is longing to find. 
 
5.  A Victory. 
 
Isaiah shows us again the real victory that Jesus has had over death, over evil, 
That we can share this victory and receive new life in him now – today – here! 
 
Isaiah 53:10-12 
Yet when his life is made an offering for sin,  
he will have countless children, many heirs.  
He will live and the LORD's plan will prosper in his hands.  
When he sees all that is accomplished by his anguish, he will be satisfied. 
 And because of what he has experienced, my righteous servant will make it possible  
for many to be counted righteous, for he will bear all their sins.  
I will give him the honours of one who is mighty and great,  
because he poured out his soul to death… 
 
Notice the difference in the victory of Christ. 
It’s the complete opposite of how humans think and work. 
We think superheros win with power. 
But Christ wins through defeat – through weakness – through death. 
 
And his victory is for all of us. 
His death makes it possible for us to be ‘counted righteous’. 
We can know God and be right with God because of his victory. 
 
6.  A Powerless One To Save 
 
One writer says: 
 
The super-heroes in our culture are like replacements for Christ…   
Their super powers reflect a hope of saving power that still lives on… 



Because spiritually we are powerless and need help… 
 

- My paraphrase of Forbes words in “Batman Crucified: Religion and Modern Superhero Comic Books” 
 
Why did Jesus struggle for this victory over death on the cross?  For you. 
This is how Isaiah put it: 
 
Isaiah 53:4-6 
Yet it was our weaknesses he carried; it was our sorrows that weighed him down.  
And we thought his troubles were a punishment from God for his own sins!  
But he was wounded and crushed for our sins. He was beaten that we might have peace.  
He was whipped, and we were healed! 
 All of us have strayed away like sheep.  
We have left God's paths to follow our own.  
Yet the LORD laid on him the guilt and sins of us all.  
 
Until you are powerless you’ll never receive life. 
As long as you are managing your own life, trying to control things, attempting to be ‘on top of it all’, 
You don’t understand the deepest truth of human existence. 
The deepest most painful truth. 
That no matter how much you think you have made your life, 
You are not in control. 
You can’t beat death. 
You are powerless to save yourself. 
 
Have you got it? 
We need a hero. 
We need a Saviour. 
We need saving. 
Spiritually. 
Because we are powerless. 
 
Only when we get to that place and admit that, 
Can the love, grace, peace, and saving-power of God come in and do a new thing in our hearts. 
 
Get on your knees. 
Admit your powerlessness, 
And receive the saving power of Jesus! 
 
Amen. 


